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CHARACTERS

DONNIE, 29 M

CGood- hearted, sweet, innocent; can be a
i on when provoked.

TED, 32, M
Not so i nnocent.

Tl ME:
The present

PLACE:
Next door to where you live



Shirley Bassey's "Hi story Repeating" brings
t he house |ights down.

Donni e and Ted stand at Donnie's front
door. It's the end of the evening of their
first date

DONNI E
Well, thanks . . . and, you know, Ted, it was great. Really
great. One of the good ones. I'mgoing to renmenber this. So
t hanks, a | ot.

TED
Sure. It was fun.

DONNI E
Ch, and sorry about your shoe.

TED
No probl em

DONNI E
Boy, who knew? Sal sa really stains, huh?

TED
Vll, you know . . . suede and all.

DONNI E
| thought | spilled, like, just a tiny drop but half your shoe
is covered!

(brightly)

But it cane out of your shirt!

TED
(trying to be nice)
Unh- huh. Al nost.

DONNI E

Ted, if you want to step inside, |I'mhappy to, you know, spray
sonething on it. O wash it, or buff it. | excell in stain-
removal. | have to. | live with nme. They say hairspray works
on everything and I have a big bottle of Aqua-Net -- that ny
good friend, who's a drag queen . . .

(Sees he's | osing ground)
. . . but you know, he's not really THAT good of a friend.
Not really. Well, he lives next door and we go to dinner a
couple of nights a week, but other than that



TED
Donnie, it's okay. Really. W had a great tine, and it was
nice to neet you, and sooooooooo, | think I'll just head on
out .

DONNI E

Oh. Ckay, then. Ckay, uhm Well

Donnie leans in for his kiss good-night.
Ted leans in, and at the last mli-second,
whi ps around and gives hima side to side
shoul der hug. It's really awkward for both
of them Ted tries to break the noment.

TED
Not hing Ii ke a good ol' hug, huh? Just good ol' shoul der to
shoul der . . . connection. People don't do enough of that. But
it feels good, doesn't it?

Ted faces himand pats himon both
shoul ders, finalizing the noment.

TED (conti nued)

Be good, guy. And I'I|l see you again.
He starts to wal k away. Donnie steps
f orwar d.
DONNI E
W won't though, huh?
TED
Sorry?
DONNI E

W won't see each other again. Right? And that's okay, Ted. |
mean, we're both pretty newto this, huh? So.

TED
You know, | should set that straight. | think, maybe, |
exaggerated that a little . . . I"mnot that newto it. | guess
| was maybe thinking it just feels . . . new. . . with every

new person. You know what | nean?

DONNI E
So you have dated a | ot?

TED
Oh, no. Not a lot--a |lot.



DONNI E
Li ke what? Five, seven, ten guys?

TED
In what, what length of tine are we tal king here?

DONNI E
| was thinking in, you know, ALL tine. See | thought . . . |
t hought you said that . . . | renenber you saying that you're

and your ad said "Alnost a virgin," or was it "like a

virgin," or

TED
Ch, gosh, those ads . . . they. . .they're just so hard to
wite, aren't they?

DONNI E
Vell, I"'mreally newto this and | can use sone straight-up
answers here. | nean, did | do sonething wong, besides the

salsa spill? On, and the big burp. But I swear | don't know
where that cane from ['mnot in the habit of just releasing,
just gushing forth .

TED
Donni e, | ook, don't worry about it, okay. It's really late and
| should be going. Big day tonorrow. Bi g Breakfast neeting
tomorrow wth, you know, Big Boss and, and, and Bi g Breakf ast
rolls...

Ted drifts away, |eaving Donni e al one,
hurt.

TED (conti nued)

(to hinself)
Shit.

(turning to Donnie)
You know what? You're right. You' re absolutely right. W spent
sone tine together, shared sone chips and really good sal sa,
hal f of which is on ny shoe right now, so | should just be
honest and say . . . That was great fuckin bean dip, didn't
you think? | think that's the best fuckin' bean dip on the
fuckin' planet! Really, | do. It was top notch. | grew up
with a spanish au pere and she never nade bean dip |ike that,
and you'd think she would, wouldn't you? | nean, Spain beans
dip. It all goes together.

(clears his throat)
. . . Alright. Unh, okay. I'mtotally punting here. Wat would
you |like to know?



DONNI E
Way didn't we spark?

TED
Spar k?

DONNI E
Yeah, spark. lgnite. Connect. Wiy didn't we, you know . . .
why aren't we . . . why did you hug ne like I hug the drag
gueen next door?

TED
Well, you know, Donnie, | don't always.

DONNI E
Ch, don't even say you don't kiss on the first date. New at
this -- I am Born in another century -- |'mnot.

Ted | ooks at him How does he answer that?

TED
Ww, this is hard. This is really awkward and, uhm. . . not
what you think's going to happen on a first date, or any date,
but okay, you asked. You're . . . well, you're not really.

(really searching)
there's a |ightness, a breezy-ness, a lighter than air

ki nd of quality to, to, t000000000000000 youuuuuur . . . soul,
and that . . . that, that isn't, uhmit's good, if you, you
like .

DONNI E
Wnd, | guess. You're saying |'m"breezy?" C non, just be

straight with ne.

TED
kay, uhm let's go about it this way. You know, ny ad.
DONNI E
Right. "Alnost a virgin.."
TED
There were nore things than just that, but right, that ad.
That's the one. Well, you know, further down, it says .
DONNI E
(reciting)

abs to die for, teeth to smle for, hair to .



TED
Furt her down. Keep goi ng.

DONNI E
Uuuuuh, oh, "An ass that is built for.."

TED

(qui ckly)

Further down. "Seeking." Seeking. The Seeking part.

DONNI E
Oh, right. Okay. "Seeking M. Right, or M. R ght Now. Let the
fates decide. Looking for body, heart and soul.” Well, | think
| have all of that.

TED
Keep goi ng.

DONNI E

Uhnmm "body, heart and soul."” Unm | think you said, "Tal
woul d be good. Handsome woul d be good. Straight-acting a nust."

TED
Right! That's it!
DONNI E
Ch, Cnon. | told you |l was five feet, nine inches tall and if

that was going to be a problem then

TED
No, no, no. That's not a problem
DONNI E
(a beat, then)
So you don't think I'm handsonme? You said | |ooked Iike ny

pi cture and when | sent you ny picture you said | was handsone.

TED
Cute. | think I said you were "cute."

DONNI E
No, if you said "cute," we wouldn't be having this date. You
absol utely said handsone.

TED
Yeah, cone to think of it, | probably did.



DONNI E
S000000000007?
TED
C nmon, Donnie, this is crazy.
DONNI E
Well, that's it, huh? I nean, | fit the bill at |east according

to your ad. Heart, body, soul, handsone, alnost tall.

TED
Vll, no. You . . . you left sonmething out, didn't you?
DONNI E
Dd1? Wit, | have the ad right here. I've carried it ny wallet
all week ...1 do things like that. It's corny, | know, but.
| Iike to anyway.
He whips it out and unfolds it. Scans down
t he col um.
TED
This was really, really bad idea. | thought | could help . .
| thought | could say sonething that would . . . but | think

we' re tanking here, so maybe | shoul d go.

DONNI E
"Straight-acting?" Is that it? I'mnot "straight acting?"
TED
well, I . . . wuldn't . . . go quite . . . that far.
DONNI E
How far would you go? Tell ne.
TED
(tired)

Look, Donnie. You're a sweet guy. But sonetines it just doesn't
wor k out for, you know, a hundred fucked up reasons and .

DONNI E
No. No! There's a reason here. It's here in print. And then
you said it. There's not a hundred reasons you're rejecting
me. There's one. |I'mnot straight-acting. | nean, | have to be
honest, when | read that | didn't even know what it neant.
just didn't think I had to worry about it. So you're telling
me | should worry about it? And if I'mnot straight-acting,
does that nean |I'm gay acting? And what does that nean?



DONNI E (cont i nued)
And if I"mgay acting, does that nean that | have, like, Big
Gay Boy witten all over ne. And | thought, if anything, | had
Big Baptist Boy witten all over ne. O, or, or at the worst,
Big M nnesota Boy Who Graduated with a 2.2 GPA from Rutgers
witten all over ne. But not Big Gay Boy! Dam.

TED
No, | didn't say that.

DONNI E
Well, then what are you saying? What the hell is straight-
acting?

TED
C nmon, Donnie, it's late, and we're both tired .
DONNI E
No, I'mnot. | took a nap before we went out so that |I'd be

fresh for the md-night ronp in the hay that's not going to
happen because |I'm not fuckin' wal king and talking |ike Colin

Farrell, or, or, Brad Pitt, or, or, Derek Jeter, or, or
TED
Stop, stop, stop, Donnie. You know, I, I, | really hate Brad

Pitt so he's not a good .

DONNI E
Okay, well, now I'mgetting pissed.

TED
Oh, yeah? Well, frankly I'mhere ten mnutes |onger that |
shoul d have been.

DONNI E

Oh, that's right. Because you have a Big neeting tonorrow with
the Big Boss who' Il you'll be sharing BI G breakfast rolls wth!
And he'll never know you were out on a date with Big M nnesota
Boy Who Graduated with A 2.2 GPA from Rutgers, because around
him you're probably STRAIGHT-ACTING Am | right?

TED
(a beat, then)
Yeah, pretty nuch.

DONNI E
And so |'m asking you, what the hell does that nean?



DONNI E (cont i nued)
Because if you're going to turn nme away, just because of that,
| think | better know what it is.

TED
It's hard to descri be.

DONNI E
Try.

TED
Ckay, well, it's, uh. Uhmm..

DONNI E
Just so the record's straight, | said my nother is a big fan
of Shirley Bassey. Not ne. | wouldn't recognize the woman if
she ran ne over in her car. But, yes, | know every word to

Gol df i nger because ny nother played it a thousand tines a week
while she was turning into an alcoholic. And I would also like
to say that there are plenty of straight nen who have sung in
choruses as tenors. And if you're going to take that remark

that | made about Liza Mnelli as any kind of basis for
j udgnent, when all | neant was to share sone harnl ess, vicious
gossip .

TED

No, Donnie, it's not any of that. Okay, maybe the Liza M nell
thing, but even ny brother tal ks about her and he's as straight
as they cone.

DONNI E
So what is it? Hairy chest? Big hands? Bi g shoul ders.
TED
No, It's not really a physical thing.
DONNI E
A deep voice? Because | don't have a deep voice. |'ve never
had a deep voice. I've tried. (lowering his voice) I've really

tried. (even lower) Doesn't work for nme. Sounds like I'mreally
sick or evil.

TED
No, it's not that. It's a quality. It's a manliness. A uhm
a swagger

DONNI E

A swagger? What's a swagger? You nean, |ike, a cowboy?
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TED
No, no. This is painful. Look, you know, it's |like when you
have a crush on your best friend, but you know he's straight,
and you'll never, ever have a chance to kiss him not even
when you' ve prom sed himeverything in your secret box including
your autographed M cky Mantel baseball . . . wait, this is
going in the wong direction.

DONNI E
Yeah, because if | was confused five mnutes ago, you m ght as
wel | be speaking Portugese to ne now.

TED
Ckay, look, we all have this ideal of what a man shoul d be
i ke. You know, a real man. A real beer-sw ggi ng, broad-
shoul dered, tough-talkin', rough wal kin" guy. You know, a guy's
guy. | nean, he could be a janitor or well, not a janitor, but
a hot dog cart guy. Well, that's not a really good exanpl e
either 'cause | don't think I could really be attracted to
soneone like that. But like, like a Wall Street broker type,
maybe, that wears Armani suits, and suspenders, and classic
ties with cuff links and neatly conbed hair, but not too neat,
not too fussy, not too studied. And he can tal k about sports
and war and the Dow Jones and hi king up sonme Japanese nountain
with confidence, with a "I've been there, done that, and if |
hadn't | could" kinda thing. There's a pride about him Iike
he's really aware of his own balls. Like they're really big.
So big he can barely wal k because of them And he wears A d
Spice no matter what the fuck anybody says because he' d just
beat the shit out of themif they even thought of saying, "Hey,
are you wearing your old man's A d Spice?" O naybe he'd just
beat the shit of them because he doesn't |ike the way they
| ook. He's dangerous. He's volatile. He's, he's like a man.

He's like a real man. He's a man that would . . . do sonething
tough . . . in an instant.
DONNI E
Stop. Ckay, Ted, | think |I understand.
TED
(relieved)

You do? God. Great. Because | didn't think I was maki ng any
sense.

DONNI E
You weren't. That's what | understand. You don't know what you
want. So |'d never fit. I'd never be right.

TED

That's not true. | know what | want. | want soneone who .
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DONNI E

: who can make you forget that you're gay because he passes
for someone who's straight. And what would a strai ght man be
doing with you, unless you're straight? So to the world, you're
just two straight nen wal king around the city, talking sports,
adj usting those big balls of yours, maybe spitting on the
si dewal k for special effect, then getting home, slanmng the
door quick, pull the shades down and then your pants and go at
it like two Big Gay Boys Wth A Suction That Dare Not Speak
lts Nane.

(a beat, then)

O, at least, that's what it seens like to ne.

TED
| resent that.
DONNI E
|"d think you woul d.
TED
Because that's not what it neans to ne at all.
DONNI E
Ckay.
TED
It means sonething entirely different.
DONNI E
Well, that's a relief then. | really didn't mantt t hi nk t hat
about you. | nean, | don't know you, really, but I'd like to

think there was nore to you than that.

TED
Well, there certainly is.

DONNI E
Good.

TED
Lot nore.

DONNI E
" m sure.

TED

So much nore | see TWD therapists not one.
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DONNI E
Ww. Well, that's good.

TED
No, it's not. It's just a lot of goddam therapy. Onhhhhhhhhhh,
f uck.

Ted sinks to the ground. Donnie joins him

TED (conti nued)
Ten m nutes ago | thought, well, tonight was okay. Nothing
bad happened. But | can't wait to get hone to my banana bread,
that my nother mailed nme, that canme in seven pieces. But
but then .

DONNI E

But then?
TED

Shit. You did sonething | don't |et people do.
DONNI E

What's that?
TED

You talked to me in a way that | actually |istened.
DONNI E

| just talked . . . you were ready to listen
TED

Wiy do you say that?
DONNI E

"Cause | think you're trying to figure out why you go through
one person like ne after another. Let's | ook at your phrase:
"Straight-acting." You're saying, "straight is the standard,
and if you have to, act to doit." Do you really want sonmeone
acting their way through a relationship with you? That neans
they're never real. To nme, a real man is sonmeone who al ways
dares to be hinmself, no matter what he is and who he's around.
So, if I followny own definition, I'd say |I'm nore man than
you' ve seen in years.

TED
(smling bright)
Yeah, nmaybe you are.
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DONNI E
Maybe |I'mnot. But | do know what's right for ne.
TED
Ohhhhhhhhhh, shit. My fuckin' therapists -- plural -- are going
to have a field day with this.
DONNI E
Don't tell 'em
TED

Yeah, right. They have a way of know ng when a kidney shifts
i nside you. Dam. You busted ne.

DONNI E
What ?

TED

You busted ne. W do shit like that, we wite things |ike that,
and act a certain way, and wear certain clothes and talk a
certain way because we think it |ooks good to other people.
And we can even convince ourselves that we're really all those
things. But we're not. We're so not. W're just each other's
hand puppets. Damm you for making ne think about this.

(sml es)
So, Big Boy From M nnesota with a 2.2 GPA from Rutgers, why'd
you do so lousy in school ?

DONNI E
| don't think that's lousy. | worked hard for that 2.2 GPA

They laugh. It turns to a tender nonent.
Donnie leans in for a kiss. Ted pulls gently
awnay.

TED
Donnie, | really don't kiss on the first date. It's just a
thing I do. I don't know why, but | hold to it.

DONNI E
kay.

A long beat, then:

TED
But | do on the second date.



Good to know .

Danmmmmmmmmmm.

DONNI E
maybe 1'1l call you

TED
(genui nely surprised)

Li ghts fade out.
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